IN THE CLAIMS: 




Please cancel claims 71 and 72 without prejudice. 

In accordance with the Revised Rules under 37 C.F.R 1.121, please amend the claims as 
shown below and indicated as "currently amended." Also shown below are claims that may be 
indicated as original, previously amended, cancelled, withdrawn, previously added, new, reinstated, 
previously reinstated, re- presented, or allowed. In accordance with the Rules, the text of cancelled or 
withdrawn claims need not r>e prese nted. 

1 . (previously amehded and now allowed) One or more stackable line hangers, 
first and second ones of the hangers being configured to secure first and second lines, 
respectively, to a supporting structure, each hanger comprising: 

a line retention section for accommodating a line, the line retention section including first 
and second legs extending therefromXthe first and second legs allowing the hanger to 
accommodate various sizes of lines, the first and second legs each including a locking barb 
configured to lock against an attachment surface; and 

a mounting section extending from the line retention section, the mounting section 
including a mounting opening disposed therein; 

wherein the line retention section and the mounting section are arranged to dampen line 
vibration. \ 

2. (previously amended and now allowed) The line hanger of claim 1 , the 
locking barb being configured to lock against the attachment surface once the locking barb is 
inserted through an aperture of the attachment surface. 

3. (previously amended and now allowed) The line hanger of claim 1, the 
locking barb being configured to lock against the supporting structure once the locking barb is 
inserted through an aperture of the supporting structure. 

4. (previously amended and now allowea) The line hanger of claim 1 , the 
locking barb being configured to lock against the mounting section once the locking barb is 
inserted through the mounting opening. \ 
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5. (previously amentied and now allowed) The line hanger of claim 1, wherein 
the mounting opening is defined 0y a wall having a lip extending around the entire mounting 
opening. 

6. (previously amended Wid now allowed) The line hanger of claim 1, wherein 
the mounting opening is defined by a Wall having a lip, the locking barb including a notch that is 
configured to lock against the lip oncetthe locking barb is inserted through the mounting opening. 

7. (previously amended ana now allowed) The line hanger of claim 6, wherein 
the locking barb includes two notches thkt are configured to lock against the lip once the locking 
barb is inserted through the mounting opening. 

8. (previously amended and nqw allowed) The line hanger of claim 1 , wherein 
the mounting opening is square. 

9. (previously amended and now^ allowed) The line hanger of claim 1, wherein 
the mounting opening is circular. 

10. (previously amended and now allowed) The line hanger of claim 1, further 
comprising a compliant area, the compliant area\being disposed between the retention section and 
the mounting section and configured to allow the first and second legs to be compressed toward 
each other and to expand away from each other by spring force. 

1 1 . (previously amended and now allowed) The line hanger of claim 1 0, wherein 
expansion of the first and second legs away from each other brings the first and second legs into 
contact with a wall that defines an aperture of the attachment surface once the locking barb is 
inserted through the aperture. 

12. (previously amended and now allowed)\ The line hanger of claim 1, wherein 
the first and second legs include respective first and second spring fingers flexibly connected to 
and projecting inwardly from the respective first and second legs, the first and second spring 
fingers being configured to retain the line. 

13. (previously amended and now allowed) \ The line hanger of claim 12, wherein 
each spring finger penetrates into the line to minimize longitudinal movement of the line with 
respect to the hanger. 
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14. (previously amended and now allowed) The line hanger of claim 12, wherein 
the first and second legs include a first and second curved member, respectively. 

15. (previously amended and now allowed) The line hanger of claim 14, wherein 
the first and second spring fingers are located on the first and second curved members 
respectively. \ 

16. (previously amended and now allowed) The line hanger of claim 1, wherein 
the retention section includes opposing firs&and second areas of resistance. 

17. (previously amended and now allowed) The line hanger of claim 1, wherein 
the line hanger is a unitary structure. \ 

1 8. (previously amended and now auowed) The line hanger of claim 1, wherein 
the line hanger is comprised of metal. \ 

1 9. (previously amended and now allowed) The line hanger of claim 1 , wherein 
the retention section includes a pair of opposing lime stops connected thereto and projecting 
inwardly therefrom for inhibiting the line from movmg into the mounting section. 

20. (previously amended and now allowed) The line hanger of claim 19, wherein 
the opposing stops extend inwardly in a generally straight line from the first and second legs. 

21 . (previously amended and now allowed! The line hanger of claim 19, wherein 
the opposing stops are generally concave to match a curvature of the line. 

22. (previously amended and now allowed) \ The line hanger of claim 1, wherein 
the first and second arms each include a pair of stop arms extending downwardly at an angle to 
engage a top of the attachment surface. \ 

23. (previously amended and now allowed) \ The line hanger of claim 22, wherein 
the stop arms further include a side wall that extends generally orthogonal to the first and second 
legs. \ 

24. (previously amended and now allowed) The line hanger of claim 1, wherein 
the line retention section is adapted to pivot relative to the mounting section, such that the line 
hanger can dampen line vibration. \ 



-4- 



25. (previously amended and now allowed) The line hanger of claim 24, wherein 
the line retention section is constructed of a flexible material, enabling the line retention section to 
pivot relative to the mounting section. 

26. (previously amendeaand now allowed) A method for securing one or more 
lines to a supporting structure comprising: 

providing one or more stackable line hangers each including a line retention section for 
accommodating a line, the line retention\section including first and second legs extending 
therefrom, the first and second legs allowing the hanger to accommodate various sizes of lines, 
the first and second legs each including a ibcking barb configured to lock against an attachment 
surface having an aperture disposed thereim and a mounting section extending from the line 
retention section, the mounting section including a mounting opening disposed therein, wherein 
the retention section and the mounting section are arranged to dampen vibration of the line; 

placing the retention section around thA line; 

inserting the locking barb through the aperture; and 

Jocking the locking barb against the attachment surface 

27. (original and now allowed) The method of claim 26, wherein the step of locking 
the locking barb includes locking the locking barb against the supporting surface. 

28. (previously amended and now allowed) The method of claim 26, wherein the 
step of inserting the locking barb comprises insertingUhe locking barb through the mounting 
opening of another of the stackable line hangers and the step of locking the locking barb includes 
locking the locking barb against the mounting surface <of another stackable line hanger. 

29. (previously amended and now allowed) \ The method of claim 26, wherein the 
locking barb of another stackable line hanger including a\ notch, and wherein the method includes 
locking a notch of the locking barb of another stackable ttne hanger against a lip of a wall defining 
the mounting opening once the locking barb is inserted through the mounting opening. 

30. , (original and now allowed) The method of claim 26, further including pressing the first 
and second legs toward each other to enable the locking barfo to fit through the aperture. 

31 . (original and now allowed) The method of clami 30, further including releasing the 
first and second legs such that they expand away from each othW and bring the first and second 
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egs into contact with a wall dining the aperture once the locking barb is inserted through the 
aperture. 

32. (previously amended and now allowed) The method of claim 26, further 
including penetrating spring fingeA of the first and second legs, respectively, into the line to 
minimize longitudinal movement of ttie line with respect to the hanger. 

33 (previously amended ahd now allowed) One or more stackable line hangers, 
first and second ones of the hangers being configured to secure first and second lines, 
respectively, to a supporting structure, &ich hanger comprising: 

a line retention section for accornYnodating a line, the line retention section including first 
and second legs extending therefrom, the first and second legs allowing the hanger to 
accommodate various sizes of lines, the fir& and second legs each including a locking barb 
configured to lock against an attachment surtace; and 

a mounting section extending from thA line retention section, the mounting section 
including a mounting opening disposed thereim 

wherein the locking barb includes a folded over rib and is configured to lock against the 
mounting section of the first hanger once the locking barb is inserted through the mounting 
opening of the mounting section of the first ] 

34. (previously amended and now allowed) One or more stackable line hangers, 
first and second ones of the hangers being configured to secure first and second lines, 
respectively, to a supporting structure, each hanger Comprising: 

a line retention section for accommodating a line, the line retention section including first 
and second legs extending therefrom, the first and second legs allowing the hanger to 
accommodate various sizes of lines, the first and second legs each including a locking barb 
configured to lock against an attachment surface; and 

a mounting section extending from the line retention section, the mounting section 
including a mounting opening disposed therein, wherein thfe mounting opening is defined by a wall 
having a lip, the locking barb including at least two notchestthat are configured to lock against the 
lip once the locking barb is inserted through the mounting opening. 
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35. (previously amended and now allowed) The line hanger of claim 34, wherein 
the mounting opening is circular. 

36. (previously amended and now allowed) The line hanger of claim 34, wherein 
the lip of the mounting opening extends around the entire mounting opening. 

37. (previously amended tod now allowed) One or more stackable line hangers, 
first and second ones of the hangers baing configured to secure first and second lines, 
respectively, to a supporting structure, each hanger comprising: 

a line retention section for accommodating a line, the line retention section including first 
and second legs extending therefrom, theVirst and second legs allowing the hanger to 
accommodate various sizes of lines, the firfet and second legs each including a locking barb 
configured to lock against an attachment surface, wherein the retention section further includes 
respective first and second curved portions, the first and second curved portions including 
respective first and second spring fingers flexibly connected to and projecting inwardly from the 
respective first and second legs, the first and second spring fingers being configured to retain the 
line; and 

a mounting section extending from the llpe retention section, the mounting section 
including a mounting opening disposed therein. 

38. (previously amended and now alleged) One or more stackable line hangers, 
first and second ones of the hangers being configured to secure first and second lines, 
respectively, to a supporting structure, each hanger comprising: 

a line retention section for accommodating a line, the line retention section including first 
and second legs extending therefrom, the first and second legs allowing the hanger to 
accommodate various sizes of lines, the first and second legs each including a locking barb 
configured to lock against an attachment surface, wheVein the retention section includes a pair of 
opposing line stops connected thereto and projecting inwardly and in a generally straight line 
therefrom; and 

a mounting section extending from the line retention section, the mounting section 
including a mounting opening disposed therein, 
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wherein the opposing^line stops are configured to inhibit line movement into the mounting 

section. 

39. (previously amended and now allowed) A method for securing one or more 
lines to a supporting structure comprising: 

providing one or more stafckable line hangers each including a line retention section for 
accommodating a line, the line retention section including first and second legs extending 
therefrom, the first and second legs Allowing the hanger to accommodate various sizes of lines, 
the first and second legs each including a locking barb configured to lock against an attachment 
surface having an aperture disposed therein, and a mounting section extending from the line 
retention section, the mounting section including a mounting opening disposed therein; 

placing the retention section around the line; 

penetrating first and second spring fingers of the first and second legs, respectively, into 
the line to minimize longitudinal movement fof the line with respect to the hanger, wherein the first 
and second spring fingers are flexibly connected to and projecting inwardly from the respective 
first and second legs; 

penetrating first and second opposing line stops of the first and second legs, respectively, 
into the line to minimize longitudinal movement W the line with respect to the hanger, wherein the 
first and second opposing line stops are flexibly connected to and projecting inwardly from the 
respective first and second legs; \ 

inserting the locking barb through the aperture; and 

locking the locking barb against the attachment surface. 

40. (currently amended) A stackable lineUianger being composed of a resilient 
material and having a generally U-shaped body with arms whigh gripa line, distal ends of the arms 
being structured to be urged toward each other and to lfock into a common opening in a line 
support or another line hanger, the hanger having a staciftng provision located in a region where 
said arms are j oined and configured to retentively engage^ second hanger supporting a second 
line . 
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41 (previously amended) The apparatus defined by claim 40, wherein the distal ends 
of the arms have barbs which are Adapted to snap lock into different peripheral areas of said 
common opening, and wherein the Stacking provision comprises an opening. 

42. (previously amendedAThe apparatus defined by claim 41 , wherein the opening in said 
hanger is an aperture with a circular oV other curved boundary formed in said U-shaped body. 

43. (original) The apparatus defined by claim 42, wherein the aperture has a stiffening 

flange. 

44. (previously amended) Thfe apparatus defined by claim 42, wherein the distal ends 
of the arms have barbs with a cross-sectidnal curvature substantially matching a curvature of the 
boundary along an area of engagement wiffli the aperture. 

> , iy 45. (currently amended) A sta&k of line hangers comprising: 

■ / *x* u4 \ 

Ja" J\r 0*s T a first stackable line hanger being coinposed of a resilient material and having a generally 
U-shaped body with arms which grip a line, distal ends of which arms being structured to be 
urged toward each other and to lock into a coWion opening in a line support or another line 
hanger, the hanger having a stacking provisioned 

a second stackable line hanger configured to lock onto the stacking provision so as to 
support: a second line . 

46. (currently amended) The apparatus defined by claim 45, wherein the distal ends 
' J^Jofthe arms have barbs which are adapted to snap lack into different peripheral areas of said 

- ^» common opening and wherein the stacking provisioAcomprises an opening. 

47. (previously amended) The apparatus defined by claim 45, wherein the distal ends 
of the arms and the stacking provisions are structured Auch that wind-induced vibrations of the 
held lines is damped. 

48 (previously amended) The apparatus defined by claim 47, wherein the opening in said 
first hanger is an aperture with a circular or other curved Boundary. 

49. (original) The apparatus defined by claim 48\ wherein the aperture has a stiffening 

flange. 





-9- 



50. (previously amended) the apparatus defined by claim 48, wherein the distal ends 
NQf-^ \ pf the arms have barbs with a cross-sectional curvature substantially matching a curvature of the 

j boun dary along an area of engagement \tfith the aperture. 

^ v 51. (previously amended) A luie hanger of a snap-in type having a generally U-shaped 

body with arms which grip a line, distal enJJs of which arms have barbs structured to snap- lock & 
onto an edge of an opening in a line support each barb having an edge-engaging surface which is 
serrated ornoj^ed. ^ i ^J a ,^y1^ ]AC ^ <f£t ^^^'L^-^^j ^ ^j^-y^ — 

52. (original) The apparatus defined by claim 50, wherein the hanger includes a snao-in fT*^ 
stacking provision. 

53. (previously amended) The apparatus defined by claim 52, wherein the snap-in 
stacking provision comprises an opening adapte^ to be engaged by another hanger of the snap- in 
type. 

54. (original) The apparatus defined by ^laim 53, wherein the opening is an aperture with a 
circular or other curved boundary. 

55. (original) The apparatus defined by ^aim 54, wherein the aperture has a stiffening 

flange. 

56. (previously amended) The apparatus defined by claim 54, wherein the barbs have a 
cross-sectional curvature substantially matching a curviture of the boundary along an area of 
engagement with the aperture. 

57. (previously amended) A line hanger of a Wp-in type having a generally U-shaped 
body with arms which grip a line, distal ends of which arms have barbs structured to snap-lock 

/ ^ onto an edge of an opening in a line support, the hanger arfris each having an outwardly extending 

) A $ bra , ce which abuts an opposite surface of the edge from thattengaged by a barb, the brace being 
^ f ^ rigid and structurea^to djg into, rather than slide along, the opposite surface when the hanger is 




side loaded. 
58. 



(original) The apparatus defined by claim 57, whWein the brace has an out-turned side 



v 



\jf 



1 i/^with a distal edge which makes point contact with the opposi\e surface when the hanger is side 
loaded. 
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59. (original) The apparatus defined by claim 58, wherein the brace has an in-turned side 
ith a distal edge which engages ttfe opposite surface, the out-turned and in-turned sides of the brace 

stiffening the brace and widening its footprint on the opposite surface. 

60. (original) The apparatus defined by claim 57, wherein the hanger includes a snap-in 
stacking provision. \ 

61 (previously amended) The apparatus defined by claim 60, wherein the snap-in 
stacking provision comprises an opening adapted to be engaged by another hanger of the snap-in 
type. \ 

62. (currently amended) A hVie hanger of a snap-in type having a generally U-shaped 
body with arms which grip a line, distal ends of which arms have barbs structured to snap-lock 
onto an edge of an opening in a line support,Hthe hanger arms each having rigid means structured 
to abut an opposite surface of the edge froni that engaged by a barb and create a fixed pivot point 
or line for the hanger when side loaded. \ 

63. (original) The apparatus defined by claim 62, wherein the hanger includes a snap-in 
stacking provision. \ 

64. (previously amended) The apparatus defined by claim 63, wherein the snap-in 
stacking provision comprises an opening adaptedVto be engaged by another hanger of the snap-in 
type. \ 

65 (previously added) The apparatus defined by claim 57 wherein said barb has an integral 
strengthening rib. \ 

66. (previously amended) A hanger for A transmission line or other elongated article, 
comprising a generally U-shaped body with side memb&rs which grip the elongated article, the distal 
ends of which members being structured to lock into aA opening in a support structure, said distal 
ends each being structured to engage a back peripheral surface around the opening and each having at 
least one substantially straight, outwardly angled stiff standAoff tab which engages a front peripheral 
surface of the support structure at a distance from the openihg. 

67. (previously added) The hanger defined by claik 66 wherein each of said members 



has two such tabs. 

68. (previously added) The hanger defined by claim 66 wherein said tab has a 
stiffening provision. 

69. (previously kdded) The hanger defined by claim 66 wherein said tab makes line 
engagement with said surfade. 

70. (currently ameVtded) A hanger for a transmission line or other elongated article, 
comprising a generally U-shap&d body having a retention section adapted to engage the article, 
from which section extends a pdk of legs, distal ends of which legs being structured to lock into 
an opening in a support structure\ said legs each having between said retention section and said 
distal end an extension section which substantially increases a length of the leg and flexes during 
insertion to decrease, thereby dccrcLmg an insertion force required to insert the hanger into said 



opening. X u^^ c 

71 (cancelled) A hanger frW a'transmission line or other elongated article, comprising 
a generally U-shaped body having a retention section adapted to engage the article, from which 
section extends a pair of legs, distal endW which legs being structured to lock into an opening in 
a support structure, said legs each having\between said retention section and said distal end an 
intermediate section from which is formedA in a direction from the distal end toward the retention 
section an integral spring finger, the spring Finger being deflected inwardly from the intermediate 
section so as to engage and support an articlfe residing in the retention section, a resiliency in the 
spring finger being adapted to accommodate ^articles of different diameters. 

72. (cancelled) The hanger defined by claim 70 wherein each of said spring fingers is 
substantially S-shaped. 
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